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Subject: Final Report of the Community Transport Task Group 
 
Purpose: To present the Final Report of the Community Transport Task 

Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.0 BACKGROUND 
 
1.1 The Policy Development Panel established the Community Transport Task 

Group in September 2007 and reported its findings to the Cabinet in 
September 2008.  The Community Transport Task Group was re-established 
on 30 August 2011 and commenced its work on 19 July 2012. 

 
1.2 The scope for the re-established Task Group was as follows: 
 
 The review to examine the current position in relation to the following projects: 
 

• Voluntary car scheme (including as a model for young people) 

• Wheels to Work; and 

• Minibus brokerage scheme 
 
 and to make recommendations to Cabinet, if necessary, on how South 

Holland District Council could support the schemes. 
 
1.3 The Task Group met on a number of occasions, and after acquainting 

themselves with various community transport issues, they interviewed Nina 
Lightfoot, the Senior Accessibility Project Officer at Lincolnshire County 
Council who provided more in depth and up to date information on the 
schemes detailed within the Task Group’s scope.  Information was also 
ascertained from the Consultant, John Potter, on the current situation 
regarding Youth Transport in the Long Sutton/Sutton Bridge area. 

 
1.4 The Task Group also received information on the South Holland Car Scheme 

and wrote out to those parishes that did not already participate to explain the 
service and its benefits further. 

 

Recommendation:  
 
That the recommendations of the Community Transport Task Group be 
considered. 
 



 

1.5 The evidence and information received was analysed collectively to inform the 
conclusions and recommendations contained within the Final Report, which is 
attached at Appendix 1. 

 
1.6 The Final Report was considered by the Policy Development Panel at its 

meeting on 14 November 2012.  Members were happy with the 
recommendations of the Task Group and recommended that its work be taken 
forward to Cabinet.  It was suggested that members speak to local groups 
within their wards, to promote the scheme.  The scheme was currently being 
promoted with pamphlets, but the help of members and perhaps a piece in the 
local press would help raise its profile.   

 
2.0 OPTIONS 
 
2.1 The Cabinet may: 
 

a) Approve the Task Group’s Final Report and recommendations; 
b) Not approve the Task Group’s Final Report and/or suggest that some or all 

of the recommendations be amended; or 
c) Do nothing  

 
If the recommendations are not approved, reasons why will need to be given. 

 
3.0 REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION 
 
3.1 In terms of the three projects which formed the subject of the review, the 

general feeling was that these initiatives were proceeding reasonably well.  
However, there was a need to undertake more promotion of the services that 
were available, and the Task Group therefore felt that they should retain the 
support of South Holland District Council.  

 
4.0 EXPECTED BENEFITS AND TIMELINES 
 
4.1 The Task Group agreed that the initiatives it had looked at were reasonably 

successful and that they should retain the support of the Authority, but that 
they should be more widely promoted.  These transport services benefited the 
district as a whole and promotion should be undertaken as soon as possible. 

 
5.0 IMPLICATIONS 
 
5.1 Carbon Footprint & Environmental Issues 
 
5.1.1 There are no major Carbon Footprint and Environmental Issues associated 

with this report.  However, there could be potential environmental benefits 
arising from the use of minibuses through the Minibus Brokerage Scheme. 

 
5.2 Constitution & Legal 
 
5.2.1 Constitutional and Legal issues have been considered, and in the opinion of 

the report writer, there are none.  



 

 
5.3 Contracts 
 
5.3.1 Contracts issues have been considered, and in the opinion of the report writer, 

there are none. 
 
5.4 Crime and Disorder  
 
5.4.1 Crime and Disorder issues have been considered, and in the opinion of the 

report writer, there are none. 
 
5.5 Equality and Diversity & Human Rights 
 
5.5.1 Equality and Diversity and Human Rights issues have been considered, and in 

the opinion on the report writer, there are none.  However, the provision of 
these various transport options serves to improve wider access to services 
and facilities for those living in remoter areas and those without transport. 

 
5.6 Financial  
 
5.6.1 Financial issues have been considered, and in the opinion of the report writer, 

there are none. 
 
5.7 Risk Management  
 
5.7.1 Risk Management issues have been considered, and in the opinion of the 

report writer, there are none. 
 
5.8 Staffing 
 
5.8.1 Staffing issues have been considered, and in the opinion of the report writer, 

there are none. 
  
5.9 Stakeholders / Consultation 
 
5.9.1 Stakeholder/Consultation issues have been considered, and in the opinion of 

the report writer, there are none. 
  
6.0 WARDS/COMMUNITIES AFFECTED 
 
6.1 All Wards and Communities benefit from the schemes operating within the 

district. 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Background papers:- None 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 



 

Lead Contact Officer 
Name/Post:    Gary Alexander, Joint Policy Unit Manager 
Telephone Number:  01775 764467 
Email:     galexander@sholland.gov.uk 
 
Key Decision: 
No  
 
Exempt Decision: 
No  
 
Appendices attached to this report:  
Appendix A – Final Report of the Community Transport Task Group 


